PERHAPs the best indication of the number and variety of Henry Cohen's contributions to medicine in Britain -and everywhere in the world where British medicine still has influence -is the widespread notice which has been taken of his death on 7 August 1977. From the highest circles of government to the smallest and most esoteric of specialist groups there are many who will recall with gratitude his contribution to the solution of some problem in which he acted as mediator, innovator or judge. Despite all the calls upon his time and energy made by a career which had more than enough achievements and responsibilities for three or four different men, Henry Cohen had the will -and therefore found the time -to take more than a dilettante interest in the history of medicine, to which he made ssubstantial original contributions. He 
